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This weeks readings 

1 Peter 3.18-end 

Mark 1.9-15 

Collect for this Week 

Heavenly Father, 

your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 

and grew closer to you in the desert: 

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom 

and prayer 

that we may witness to your saving love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
A NOTICE FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS 

At 10.30am every Sunday 

St Andrew's Church is online live at 
https://standrewschurch.uk 

and on Facebook at St Andrew's Church and The Bridge 
 

Unfortunately, due to covid restrictions, none of the Benefice churches will 
be open for live services. 

Online Service 

WE NEED HELP! 

It looks as if we shall continue to hold services online for some time. From April we shall have 

only myself and Chris Kay who can put the services together. We need more people on the 

team to share the task. We don't want to risk having no online service. 

If you like computers and are up for a challenge, would you be interested in joining the team? 

I use the program OBS (Open Broadcasting Software Studio) to prepare the services. Chris uses 

iMovie. If you have never used these programs, we can show you how. 

To know more e-mail or telephone me or Jo Hover. 

Eva Morris 0116 277 4622 eva.morris@btinternet.com 

The Revd Jo Hover: 01455 697745 rev.jo.hover@gmail.com 

Lent Course 

This year the Lent course will tie in with the themes of the #LiveLent resources which have 

been produced to work alongside the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book for 2021, Living 

His Story by Hannah Steele, published by SPCK.  You do not need to buy the book in order to 

join the course. 

It will be held on Zoom, on Tuesday evenings throughout the rest of Lent, 7.30-9pm.  If you 

would like to join us, please contact rev.jo.hover@gmail.com for the Zoom link. 

Please support St Andrew's Church, Countesthorpe on #easyfundraising this year, 

you can raise FREE donations when you shop online with over 4,500 retailers. It's 

simple and only takes 2 minutes to sign up! This will make a BIG difference to us 

during this difficult time. Plus, if you sign up, we'll get a £5 bonus donation:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/standrewschcount/?invite=B56H5C&referral-

campaign=s2s&utm_source=stwsharebox  

This is a great way to raise funds for the church whilst doing your online shopping. The best bit 

is ...it costs you nothing! 

https://standrewschurch.uk
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easyfundraising.org.uk%2Fcauses%2Fstandrewschcount%2F%3Finvite%3DB56H5C%26referral-campaign%3Ds2s%26utm_source%3Dstwsharebox&data=04%7C01%7C%7C93cf328ca99142d0f9b608d8d29921eb%7C84df9e7fe9
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easyfundraising.org.uk%2Fcauses%2Fstandrewschcount%2F%3Finvite%3DB56H5C%26referral-campaign%3Ds2s%26utm_source%3Dstwsharebox&data=04%7C01%7C%7C93cf328ca99142d0f9b608d8d29921eb%7C84df9e7fe9


Can you help? 

St Andrews has lost a lot of income due to the corona virus (both giving on Sunday and 

rents). Alison has set up a just giving page if you would like to donate to the ongoing 

work in Countesthorpe. (https://www.justgiving.com/standrewscountesthorpe) 

The Thursday evening time of prayer is still happening in this time of lockdown. Jacqui 

McAughey and others meet at  7.00pm using Zoom. 

If you would like to be sent the link each week please ask Jacqui using the contact details 

below. 

Mobile 07985 322 362 jacquimcaughey@aol.com  

Whilst we are in lockdown again, do not forget we are still here. You can reach us by phone to 

the office or direct message on facebook. If you just want a chat, some shopping done, a lift to 

the doctors or the Racecourse for your jab just contact us. We will try and help so don’t be 

proud, just ask. 

We shall continue to offer online services every Sunday at 10.30am on facebook or on our 

website. 

Keep positive, stay at home and keep safe. 

We also have Zoom prayers every Thursday at 7.00pm just ask Jacqui or Anne for joining 

details. 

For sale 

Snowdrops £3 per pot or 4 pots for £10. 

Mini daffs £2 per pot or 6 pots for £10. 

In aid of Countesthorpe Community Garden at St Andrew's. 

Also, if anyone has any small plant pots, 4" (10cm) or less, I would be very happy to take 

them off your hands. 

Please phone Jill Duggan (0116 2770171) for details, or visit 19 Cosby Road in 

Countesthorpe, socially distancing, of course. 

New Area Dean 

As Sharon Constable is stepping down from the role of Area Dean, the Rev’d Andy 

Rhoades has been announced as Area Dean of Guthlaxton, for 2 days a week and for 

an initial period of 12 months. Andy was previously Vicar of Broom Leys in North West 

Leicestershire and before that, served his curacy in the Hexagon Benefice. He retired 

to Lutterworth in 2019 and he now holds Permission to Officiate in the diocese. Andy 

will be commissioned at the Guthlaxton Deanery Chapter meeting by the Archdeacon 

of Loughborough, The Ven Claire Wood, on Thursday 18 February, though he will not 

actively begin this role until Monday 1 March. 

mailto:jacquimcaughey@aol.com


Prayers 21st February 2021 
FOR THE FOUR SAINTS BENEFICE 

 
Reflection: 
This week has been a real contrast in 
weather,  from snow and ice, rain, 
and then higher temperatures and 
sunshine. On one of our walks, we 
saw the above snowdrops, a few 
crocuses and even a few daffodils in 
flower, a real hope of spring! It is 
always nice to appreciate the slightly 
longer days and the delicate 
snowdrops standing firm after the 
snow.  
This period of lockdown has made us 
all slow down and appreciate our 

surroundings, God created a wonderful world for us to enjoy and not 
destroy. 
 
We thank you God and praise you. 
We thank you dear Lord for better weather this week so that families 
could be out and about with a break from home schooling. 
. 
We give thanks that the rate of infections is reducing and there is a 
glimmer of light at the end of the long dark tunnel we are in. 
We give thanks that some prayers on our WhatsApp prayer group have 
been answered this week, some local and some around the world. God 
is awesome. 
 
We offer our prayers to you God this week: 
We pray for the people of Myanmar after the military coup recently. 
We pray for rural areas in Malawi experiencing a shortage of oxygen, 
contributing to a rising death rate in the country from Covid 19. 
We also pray for ten thousand families in Lebanon still in desperate 
need of food and basic hygiene items six months after one of the largest 
non- nuclear explosions in history devastated its capital Beirut. 
We pray for Prince Philip, in hospital, the Queen and all the Royal 
family.  
We continue to pray for the person God has chosen for us, to realize, 
and apply for the post of Rector to our Benefice.  

 
We continue to pray for our church members who need our prayers. 
Those with ongoing problems, awaiting operations, trying to cope with 
mental health and for those grieving. 
We pray for Roger, Dawn and Sarah.  
For Val and Andy, Christine in hospital, for Lynn,  
and for Jim and Gail. We also pray for Michael, Laura and Asher, 
Angela and Les, Matthew and Kerrie  
and Stephen and Elizabeth.  
We continue to pray for Brenda and her family. 
We pray for them all, please keep them all safe in the shelter of your 
loving arms, Dear Lord. 
 
We also pray for friends and relatives in need of our prayers,  
We pray for David and Jo, Mark, Jean, Pat, Alison, Bob and Margaret 
and Colin, Hazel, Pat and Karen and anyone else known to us. We pray 
too for their family and friends. 
We pray for all the residents in Cherrytrees, especially Beryl and Freda, 
and for Sheila, Gwen, and Jean in other care homes. We pray for all the 
staff in the care homes and pray they too, get support for their 
worthwhile jobs.  
 
We pray for those suffering with mental health problems especially 
young people. We pray for those awaiting scans and operations, those 
starting treatment and those finishing. 
We pray for anyone having to see doctors about results without a friend 
or loved one by their side. 
We pray for those receiving food parcels from our foodbank and we 
thank God people are still donating money and food so, no one goes 
without. We give thanks for those donating in our village every week. 
We pray for the homeless and those who try to help them. 
We pray for the migrants, families with small children, desperate but still 
coming across the channel in little boats, risking their savings and their 
lives. 
So many in need of prayers, God knows them all by name. 
We pray for ourselves, our families, our friends and our neighbours. 
 
We pray for anyone remembering an anniversary this month. 
 
 
 

PTO 

Snowdrops near the path to the 
Country Park, Countesthorpe. 



A look at SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES – 1. Study 

Study: sounds a bit heavy doesn’t it? Perhaps, if you’re writing a PhD thesis, but if we want to get to know 

God better, we need to get to know his Word. Study means engaging with scripture more deeply than we 

would when using devotional notes, and asking questions.. This is healthy! 

“Be transformed by the renewing of your minds” (Romans 12:2) renewing, not removing!                  In Luke 10 

v26 – Jesus asks, “How do you read it?” suggesting he expects the man to have thought about the meaning of 

scripture. God has given us astonishing brains: we need to apply them to what we believe. 

Where to start?  

Find a good commentary or study guide; there are plenty!  

Ask others what they have found helpful.  

Pray for guidance as you read. 

Take small steps! 

Read the same passage daily for a week and expect to hear things in a new 

way. 

Read one of the shorter books all through, trying to think about context, culture and genre. 

Study with others if you can – perhaps via Zoom in these tricky times. Don’t forget reading scripture with 

children – their insights often make us think! 

Try memorising verses, use post-its, keep a journal, sing songs taken directly from scripture. 

Ask questions: 

What did this mean when it was written? What would the original hearers have made of it? 

How is it relevant now? 

What is God saying to me today? 

Let’s try to grow an attitude of gratitude for God’s word. Study in this context is about deepening our 

relationship with our Creator, not reaching academic heights. Enjoy! 

Thought for the Week 
Finally, we pray for those mourning the 
loss of loved ones.   
Thinking of those who sadly died over 
the last few weeks. 
We pray for anyone we know, who has 
lost friends or loved ones.  
Dear God, help us to support them with 
our prayers, 
please Dear God hold them in your 
loving arms.  
Be with them all and their families now 
and in the days ahead. 
 
 
Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers. 
Amen. 
If you know anyone, especially in our 
benefice, who needs our prayers and 
would like them to be included above 
(with their permission) please contact 
Anne on 0116 2772781.  
Email  aejelves@yahoo.co.uk 
Or message our Facebook page:  
St Andrews Church, Countesthorpe. 
 
If you want to pray with others, join us on 
Thursday evenings 7.00pm on Zoom. 
(ask for joining details) 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers Continued 



Rev Jo Hover 

Interim Minister 

Tel. 01455 697745  

rev.jo.hover@gmail.com 

 

Rev Rod Allard 

Asst. Minister (PTO) 

Tel. 01455 289356 

 

Rev. Mick Gillespie 

Asst. Minister (PTO) 

Tel. 2781130 

 

June Ainge 

Reader Minister &  

Pioneer Minister 

(Messy Church) 

Tel. 2776374 

 
Lindsey Jelves 

Reader Minister   

Tel.  2772781  

 

Helen Stokes 

Reader Minister 

Tel. 2778643 

 

Mike Oates 

Reader Minister 

tel: 2478078 

 

Michael Turton 

Lay Evangelist 

Tel: 2404271 

 

Gail Mackley 

Pastoral Assistant 

Tel: 2778982 

 

Prayer Ministry Contact 

Sue Darlow  2776106 

 

Joan Burn 

Enrolling Member for the 

Mothers’ Union 

Tel. 2775369 

 

Jacqui McAughey 

Safeguarding Coordinator 

Mob. 07985322362 

ThirtyOne Eight  
Christian safeguarding charity  

01322 517817. 

24hr Answer Machine 

 

Eva Morris 

PCC Secretary 

Tel. 2774622 

 

 

 

Alison Dale 

Treasurer  

Tel 2772829  

 

Church Wardens 

Mike Darlow 

Tel 2776106  

 

Church Office Administrator 

Anthony Johnson 

Tel. 0116 2778643 

(Home:- 0116 2404076) 

Email 

standrewsoffice@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Foston 

Ros Dudley (2771856) 

Howard Perry (2775936) 

Ron Brooks (2789876) 

 

Peatling Magna 

Margaret Issitt (2478569) 

 

Willoughby Waterleys 

Valerie Connelly (2478497) 

Track and Trace 

Please note that each of the churches (& The Bridge) have their own Track and Trace QR 

code. This is easy to use with a smart phone. 

All you need is the NHS Covid app, follow it’s instructions and then every time you enter 

the church buildings (or other places too) just open the app and point it at the code. This 

then logs where you have been without you needing to sign in. 

We need to get used to this as it could well be the new normal for the time being. 


